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READER'S WORKSHOP  

Unit 3: Raising the Level of Interpretation 

 
In Reading Workshop, we will be revisiting fiction and narrative non-fiction by focusing on the 

characters in realistic fiction stories.  The focus in this unit will be on character's feelings, traits 

and motivations.  We will dig deep into texts like Four Feet Two Sandals, Wonder,and a plethora of 

short texts to study, dissect and interpret what motivates our characters.  We will use banks of 

words to expand our vocabulary and  continue to work on using text evidence to support our 

theories about characters.  In addition, we will be focusing on problems characters face and how 

these problems bring about change. We will be working on comparing and contrasting text sets by 

studying the complex characters within these texts. 

Some ways to help your child do this involve asking them questions like: 

*How did your character feel when that happened? What text evidence supports your thoughts. 

*What part of the text gave you that information? 

*Your character seems ________ ( courageous) what are sometimes in the story when he/she 

acted this way? 

*How did your character change from the beginning to the end of the story?  What examples can 

you give me to show that? 

Asking your child to "prove" how they know the answer and point it out in the text is the best way 

to reinforce the higher level strategies we are working on.  These are skills that help children move 

easily through challenging texts!  

  
We will continue to build a repertoire of strategies for tackling tricky words and new vocabulary in 

all text genres. 

If your child gets stuck on a tricky word in an informational text, here are some strategies that can 

help: 

**Read around tricky words to see if the rest of the sentence or passage gives clues. 

**Ask, “What word would sound right here? What kinds of words would make sense?” 

**Check the pictures in a book to see whether an unknown word is used again in the caption in a way 

that suggests what the word means. 
 

Don't forget to... 

● Ask your child to share their "Student Notes" folder  on Google Drive with you 

● Encourage your child to be an "active reader" who stops and thinks, jots and talks about 

the text. 

● Work with your child on ways he/she can figure out the meaning of "tricky vocabulary" by 

using context clues. (ask your child to share their "Figuring Out Unknown Words" 

mini-chart 

● Ask your child to share their thoughts on the main idea(s) in their texts by thinking "What 

is the author trying to teach me? How can I support that main idea with text details?" 

**Please visit the Online Resources page of this website for additional downloadable activities, and 

websites that will help you help your child at home. 



 
Writer's Workshop 

 BE A SUPER WRITER! 

Unit 3: Literary Essay 

 
Across this unit, students will write essays about a few different kinds of 

texts. They start by engaging in a 

shared experience in which they all write a literary essay about a short 

video, then later write about short,self-selected realistic fiction and 

narrative nonfiction. A lot of attention is given to helping students write 

thesis statements that forecast both the structure and the content of the 

essay. Students also build on the work they did in fourth grade by continuing 

to incorporate a variety of evidence into their essays: mini stories, quotes, 

parallel lists, and an analysis of author’s craft. 

There will be a focus on comparing and contrasting characters, settings, and 

author's craft in multiple texts.  In addition students will write in-depth 

about common themes across multiple texts. All of this work will prepare 

student for Middle School essay writing and for the written response 

portion of the ELA. 
 

Ways to Help Your Child at Home: 

● Read a variety of genres in the form of books, short texts and articles. 

● Discuss the newsworthy topics and teach your child how to share his/her 

opinion while respecting the opinions of others. 

● Read newspaper and magazine articles together to enhance knowledge of 

current events and  to provide experiences with information texts 

● Review conventions and grammar. 

● Ask your child to show you parts of the text that relate to his/her life or 

that are meaningful. 

● Discuss synonyms for words that seem to be overused to lift the level and 

quality of writing  

*Please  visit the curriculum resources page of this site to find activities, and websites that will help you help 

your child at home! 

 
 



Math 
KNOWLEDGE IS POWER 

Math in Focus- Chapters 4 & 5 

Decimals 

We will begin working with decimals this month.  Topics covered in this unit include: 

● Determining the place value of whole numbers and decimals through the 

thousands place. 

● Writing decimals in standard, word, and expanded forms. 

● Converting decimals to fractions and fractions to decimals. 

● comparing and ordering decimals 

● rounding decimals 

Ways You Can Help At Home 

● Use your child's  "Student Notes Folder" on Google Drive for "Anchor 

Charts," Example Problems, and Video Links that will help them review these 

topics while completing homework and before tests! 

● Continue to review and practice memorizing single digit multiplication facts. 

If he/she needs extra practice, access IXL for skill and drill work. 

● Problem solving is a major part of the 5th grade curriculum and although it 

is practiced and discussed daily in school, please take some time at home to 

review any word problems on the homework with your child.  We encourage 

all students to represent their work with a bar model whenever possible and 

to explain how they reached their solution. 

● There are many great sites available for you and your child to practice bar 

modeling.  They are available on the iPad by using various Thinking Blocks 

Apps or by visiting the link below: 

 
http://www.mathplayground.com/ThinkingBlocks/modeling_tool.html 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.mathplayground.com/ThinkingBlocks/modeling_tool.html


       SOCIAL STUDIES 

THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE 

ANCIENT COMPLEX CIVILIZATIONS 

This unit of study provides students with an opportunity to evaluate a series of innovations by 

three complex civilizations— Maya, Aztec, and Inca. In examining the compelling question 

“What makes a complex society complex?” students explore how complex societies and 

civilizations adapt to and modify their environment to meet the needs of their people. 

Students use the social studies practices of Comparison and Contextualization as they work 

with sources related to the ancient writing developed by the Maya, specialized agricultural 

methods developed by the Aztecs, and transportation/communication networks developed by 

the Inca. The goal of this unit is to provide enough background about these innovations and 

technological advancements to support students as they develop arguments about what makes 

societies complex. 

- Engage NY 

 

 

 


